
Soldier Settlement Exhibit in Amiens Resource Centre (ARC) 

Aim: to create a dedicated exhibit regarding the Pikedale Soldier Settlement which contains 

information collected about all returned Soldiers who participated in this scheme.  

Components: 

• Overview information panels – An introduction to what the Pikedale Soldier 
Settlement was. Appendix A & B provide information to form a basis of these 
information panels. This information will be reviewed and revised in consultation with 
AHA members. 

o Appendix C is a quote for information panelling (this is the same as what you 
would find at the Stanthorpe Regional Art Gallery beside artworks with a 
description on the piece. Number of panels required will depend on how 
much information is displayed.  

• Soldier Settler Passports and Dossiers – A single page document (passport) has 
been created and loaded onto the https://www.amiensqldhistory.com website for 483 
Soldier Settlers in the Pikedale Scheme. The information contained in the passport 
has been sourced from both Military and Lands Department records which are both 
in the public domain so there should be not privacy infringement concerns.  
We currently have further information (dossier) for 46 Soldier Setters and their 

families. Some of this information has been shared with us by descendants of the 

settlers and some is being researched by Ian Ward who is using sources such as 

ancestry.com, general web searches and more detailed Military records. We hope 

that the number of dossiers will continue to increase over time and we have created 

a simple template so that information can be collated in a uniform manner. The 

intention is to store this information in the ARC where we have a measure of security 

over how public this research becomes. Appendix D is an example of a Passport and 

Appendix E an example of a Dossier.  

Large laminated maps of the counties which formed part of the Pikedale Settlement 

have been produced. These maps correspond to map inserts on each passport and 

are necessary for locating the site of individual lots. 

o A touchscreen computer has been purchased so that visitors can access the 
passports however, this function would require Wi-Fi so that the home screen 
can be set on the https://www.amiensqldhistory.com/find-a-soldier page 
where all of the passports have been loaded. Asterisks indicate those settlers 
for whom we currently have a dossier. We could load the passports onto the 
hard drive of the computer to avoid the need for Wi-Fi however, this would 
leave them open to the possibility of being accidently deleted or edited if a 
user makes an inadvertent error in accessing them.  

o A small desk or table for the computer is required. 
o A bookshelf or magazine rack for the dossiers and other Pikedale Soldier 

Settlement documents is required.  
o Seating for visitors wishing to undertake research or read dossiers would be 

nice.  
o The maps need to be accessible so that the location of lots can be cross 

referenced with the passports. How to best display these maps needs further 
discussion. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.amiensqldhistory.com/
https://www.amiensqldhistory.com/find-a-soldier


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX A 
 
What is Soldier Settlement? 
Over 300,000 soldiers returned to Australia from WWI. In all some 40,000 returned servicemen and women took up an 
offer of farming land, made possible by Soldier Settlement schemes in all the states of the Commonwealth; fewer than half 
remained on the land fifteen years later. 
 
The advantages of a rural life and the availability of land for returned soldiers was promoted and advertised extensively by 
the Department of Lands after World War I and again after World War II. Sometimes referred to as the “yeoman ideal”, 
Australian policy makers in the late 19th and early 20th Century encouraged a romantic belief in the virtue of agricultural 
activity and the societal value of small-scale farming communities. The sturdy, independent pioneer merged with that of 
the noble, patriotic digger to create a powerful symbolic character: the Soldier Settler, a worthy figure capable of 
promoting social stability and economic productivity. 
 
The Returned Soldiers Settlement Act, 1916 allowed settlement of returned soldiers on Crown and Closer Settlement lands. 
From this date, the Commonwealth Government was responsible for finance, and the states were responsible for the 
provision of land, the classification of applicants and training. 
Crown land was used where possible, but much land was also acquired by the government. By 1924 almost 100,000 km² 
had been designated for Soldier Settlement. Of this, 73,000 km² was Crown land, including some land from Aboriginal 
Reserves. The remaining 25,000 km² was acquired, mostly by a government policy called Closer Settlement. The aim of 
Closer Settlement was to establish productive agricultural communities by dividing large tracts of pastoral land into small 
plots with the intention of reviving an agrarian ethic and in some areas, was a concerted effort to break the squatters’ 
domination of land tenure.  
 
From as far north as the Atherton Tablelands in Queensland, to Kangaroo Island in South Australia, every state saw new 
settlements develop. Applicants were required to place a tender with the Department of Lands with successful applications 
being, in theory at least, decided by ballot system. Those eligible to apply for land were ex-service personnel with at least 
six months war service including nurses and women relatives of deceased soldiers. Despite being legally able to take up 
land, there is evidence that women were not openly encouraged to do so and even though some of the available land was 
taken from Aboriginal Reserves and the fact that Aboriginal Australians fought alongside other Australian troops, only a 
very small number of indigenous applications were successful.  
 
However, those Soldiers who were successful in gaining such a block of land had the opportunity to start a farming life in a 
number of rural activities including wool, dairy, cattle, pigs, fruit, fodder and grain. By the end of June, 1924 a total of 
23,367 returned soldiers and sailors had taken up settlement farms on 94,192 km² across the country.  
 
These initial land allotments resulted in triumph for a few and despair for most. Indeed, in some cases these new farmers, 
unable to cope with the climatic variances of Australia and devoid of the capital to increase stock or quality of life, simply 
walked off the land back to the large towns and cities from whence they had come. 
 
Many settlers came from distant places and few had any idea of the type of land they were tendering for. Success was 
hindered by poor soil, land acquisitions too small to be viable, drought or lack of permanent water on allotments, lack of 
experience in farming and poor prices for produce. Also, the sheer numbers of men applying for land far exceeded the 
numbers anticipated, hindering sound administration of the scheme.  Importantly, having some capital to begin with was 
also seen as a way to achieve success. For many just returning from the war, this was not their reality. 
 
By 1929 almost one-quarter of soldier settlers in NSW had left their farms. 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aboriginal_Australians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dairy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cattle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grain


The first land chosen for soldier settlement in Queensland was 21,450 hectares near the Beerburrum railway siding on 
the North Coast railway line.  
 
In 1919, an area of approximately 7000 hectares was selected in the Stanthorpe Shire, in the parishes of Pikedale and 
Marsh. Eventually, more than 700 returned soldiers were allocated blocks in what became known as the Pikedale Soldier 
Settlement. Within this wider settlement, a number of locations were named by those returning servicemen in honour of 
famous battlefields, no doubt including some where they had fought. Eventually supported by a branch railway line, they 
included a settlement at Amiens. This name was suggested by surveyor George Grant in 1920.  
 
Although the intention of the soldier settlement farms in the district was fruit growing, the fruit trees required a number of 
years before they would bear, and the government loans on the farms required immediate interest payments. Many 
soldier settlers turned to vegetable growing, both for their own use and to enable them to sell for a short-term income.  
 
As with other soldier settlements, life was difficult due to the varying quality of the land, isolation, lack of farming or other 
agricultural experience, adverse climatic conditions and the general lack of financial and other government support. It 
would be fair to say that overall, the nation’s Soldier Settler Scheme ultimately proved to be a failure and had profound 
social and ecological effects.  
 
However at Amiens, the branch railway line did help in terms of access and a number of State enterprises were 
established.  Schools and churches as well as improved housing followed slowly and over time, the strength and resilience 
of these first soldier settlers laid the basis for a vibrant and lasting community.  

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beerburrum_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Coast_railway_line,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amiens,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soldier_settlement_(Australia)
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